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^1 ^k ^ f^endh Spol!atld(ti% i^oT Id July 31^ 1801. 

■RESOLUTIONS & INSTimCT 

A/ OF THE 

I . I -f . 6 •LEGI8TUEBS QE ELB^na?^ SmTES, 

4 ' ' . . _ - 

♦ :'■ ■ t'i' V; ,. . ■ V-^^ • - '■ . / ■' ^'^/:!•■: 
^ • • •'Bp THEIR , 

TO STOITAnr, Ain> PROVIDB B¥ LAW? FOR SA'tlSFTINO • 

THE CLAIMS OF AMERICAN CITIZENS, ' 



WHICH W|IH9 



FOE PuilJC USE,' BAMEEED AWAY TO FEANCE BY THE Ul^ITED STATES, 
IN THE CONVENTION X)F SEPT. 30, 1800 



ff-vr r 



[T^idoaii firom OongrasBional Docanusnts.] 



■ • V — • / 

No, 1. New York LegislatuijB, 
2. Ohio ditto, 
a. I^otiisiana ditto, .;;,/ 
£ Massadiasetts ditto, 
6. Mline, ditto, 
6. Connectiottt ditto, 


No, 7. B^anrare • Legislature, 
8. Ehode Island ditto, 
.9. Maryland ditto, , , , / **. 

10. Alabama ditto^,, .\ . ' 

11. Pennsylvania ditto,-in GonvenUon. 


.'.\..^ .'7. :.rj:i .. i;- 
''• .: f '.■■ •■ • :.' •.: -'K/AiirATa 


564.'- '■ -• •■•- - '■••" ^-'- ' -• ^ 
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RESOLUTIONg Of THE LEflSLATipiE OP NEW YORK, 

^ - /» rdatidn to H-eneh iSpoHaihh claim prior to 180^ ' 

Mat 8» 1848.— Ordered to U pxidtecL * * ' i 

* I 

^' t « Statb of New Tokk^ih^S8biibi.y; f^u§ry 11, 1848. 

■'j^Mlmut *■ % •^o2t^«<', (if the Sonate conoar,) That it is tft bounden duty of the Genepaftjoreni- 
,jpMiB"^ # '*XDpnt, witkont further delay, to make pro.Yision for the payment of claims of Amerhsan i 
^^^ eitize&i on aoo#ant of spoliation oommitted by the Fr^neh prior to the 80th day pf Sep- 

tember, A. P. 1800. # 

Sesolved, (if the Senate conoar,) That the Senators and Representatives of this State 
in Congress be, and they are earnestly, requested to use their best exertions to promote I 
the passage of a lav in Oftngresa to oarxy the above Tiews into effect. ^ , 

JRetolviS, (if the Senate concur,) That the president of the Senate, and tfa% speaker or 
the Assembly, be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to edch of ou» 
Senators and SepresentatiyeBb 3y order; 

P. iB. PBINBLB, C&rifc. 

Sta^ Of Hew Tobk, nr Sbnatb, Fehruarg 13, 1848. 
Besohedf That the Senate do concur in the foregoing resolutions. 

By order: A. H. CALHOUN, (TZw-i. 

Albany, April 1, 1848. 
Sib : We have the4ionor to send you hereon copies of resolutions passed by the Senate 
and Hpuse of Assembly of this State, relative to the French spoliations. 
With great respect, your obedient servants, 

HAMILTON FISH, 

President of the Senate. 
A. K. HADLEY, 

Speaker qj the Aeeembly. 



29th CoNOBisSj 

2ct8eieion. ^ 

i- . ■ i f ■ ' 



^ SElfATB. 



(No. 2.) 



{175] 



RESOLUTIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 

^HIOj 

BELATIVE TO FBENCH SPOLUTIONS. 

FiBBUAET 28, 1847.—- Head, and ordered to be printed. 

Reeolved hy the General AuOM^ <f the Slate of Ohiot, JHH^t by the treaty between the 
United States and France of September Sa, 1800, the United Stat^ was released from 
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t^« onefeons sUpnlations of the treaty ef aUtsnee of 1778, by which the Uaited fltatet 
guarantied to Franoe the possession of all its West India idands; In oensideration of 
which release, France was discharged from its jnst obligations and Uabillties in favor of 
those American citizens who, prior to September 80, 1800, had suffered by illegal cap- 
tures, detentions, and spoliations of the^ veevielf jand other property, by France, upon 
the high seas. > 

JSe$ok>ed, That the said treats Pf September 80, 1800, appvofMriated the prittfte^ilaims 
of its citizens to discharge a national obligoftion, and that it is therefore the duty of the 
United States to provide for the payment of those citizens whose prirate prop^iy was 
thus taken for the nse of the nation; fmd that, in the contiQned delay of the United 
States, for the last forty-six years, to indemnify the sufferers, that proTi^on of the Con- 
etitntion which declares that private property shall not be take^ for pnblio use without 
JQst compensation has been disregarded. 

Mesolvedf That the goTcmor, be requested to forward a oopy of these resolutions to 
each of the Bepresentatives and Senators of this State in the Congress of the United 
States. • 

WILLIAM P. CUTLER, 
Speaker of tM Bout$ of MitpreBifUaUveB 
BDSONB. OLDS. 

Speaker of the Senate. 

FabbuahtQ, 1847. 



30th CoHonxss, £S£NAT£.] Mxsoklla5bou9« 

lei Seetion, Ko. 40. 

\ (No. 8.) 

RESOLUTION OF THE LEGISLATURE OF LOUISIANA, 

Bi faioor ^f 4i0MMm0rali0fi f^ike euffervre by Frewh S^Uatmaprior to 1800. 



FcBBUABT 2, 1848.— Read, rsferred to the Committee on Fozeign Reistions, and oidered 

to be printed. 

Whereas, by the conyention of eighteen hundred, the GoTemment of the United States 
relinqaished the claims of citizens of the United States upon the French Goyemment for 
spoliations committed npon the property of said citizens preyions to eighteen hundred, 
in consideration of an abandonment by France of her claim npon the United States for 
failure to comply with treaty stipnlations ; and whereas, by the abandonment of said 
claims of citizens of the United States, for natioiial benefits, the United States 
became bound to compensate said citizens, as private property cannot be taken for pub- 
* lie purposes without just compensation : 

Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and House of Re/preeentathea of the State of Louisiana 
in General Assembly convened. That our Senators and Bepresentatiyes in Congress be re- 
quested to use their best exertions to obtain the passage of a law making an appropria- 
tion for indemnifying the sufferers by French spoliations preyions to eighteen hunmd; 
proyided the said sufferers haye not voluntarily alienated their claims. 

PEESTON W. FARRAR, 
&>eaker of the House of Rqpresentatwee. 
TRASIMON LANDRY, 
Lieutenant Governor aud President of the Senate, 
Approyed April 15, 1847. 

ISAAC JOHNSON, 
GovfiTttor of the State ofZamiana, 
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RESDBUTlOlfrS OF THB LEGISLATURE OF MASSACHU- 

.. =•■ ■■ ^ ,.;f^;v .; gETTS, : . ;' '. 

Inrdation pi1ie claims for French' iSpbliaiions conmitted prior to the Zlsi day of July, 1801. 

Febeuaet 24, 1841.— Laid on the table, and ordered. io be printed. 

► ••; ; i • .-t " :: ■ ." * •■ • -.-} -'*. ' . . , 

] . t. i I. i . CJOMMONWBALOT .OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

w 

- IN THE YEAB; 0N» 3C«0USAIfD BIGHT HUNDRED AND FOETT-ONB. 

Resolves in relation to the claims of American citizens for spoliations committed by authority 

of the French Government upon the commerce of the United States, prior to the thirty -first 

day of July; eke thousand eight hundred and one. „. . 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court Assembled, That 

/the claims of American citizens, arising from spoliations committed on the commerce of 

the United Stiktes by authority of the Government of France, preYions to the thirty-first 

day of July, in the year one thousand eight hundred and one, are just and ought to be 

satisfied; and that by the convention of eighteen hundred, ratified in eighteen hundred 

and one, the GoTernment of the United States, in consideration of advantages to be de- 

rl'vod fjromsaid treaty to the people of the United States, discharged the French €^6vern- 

ment fcoin all obligation to make indemnity for said spoliations. 

Resolved, That good policy, the principles of justice, and also the express provisioBS 
of the Constitution, require, that whenever the property of a part of the people is sac- 
rificed for the good of the whole, the piroperty of the whole should be holden to make in- 
demnity for such sacrifice ; and that the American Government, having for national pur. 
^ses AisehiLrg0d.die Glo^niiiim'tiof j^rance f^bJm.thQ perform&iic0 of its ^U&t o^Hg&tionB 
towards pur citizens, is boup4 to fulfil thAi in it^ place. 

ResoBM^ 'ThAt we regaH thfe bill now p6ndin^ before Congpws upon the iiiQect of 
" French spoliations," as making a just provision and a reasonable appropriation for the 
payment of such claims as are therein sp«ekl«d^ and that the honor and faith of the Gov- 
JermiiMit, as well as the interest of an unfdrtuiia4)e |>ortiOa'of our citi^teixs, re<^re that 
the same should b^ passed without dielay;- and that our Senators in Congress, and our 
Kepresentatives, be requested to use their ejcertions to hasten the passage of said bill 
4iito ti law. , • , ' t 

. Resolved, That his excellency the Governor be requested to transmit a copy of these re- 
solves, and the accompanying report^ to the Executive of the United States, and also to 
each of our Senators and Kepresentatives in Congress, ^ith a request that they use all 
honorable means to effect a settlement of these claims. 
HousB OF Ebpebsentatives, February 17, 1841. 
Passe^: 

GEORGE ASHMUN, Speaker, 
, . In Senajb, February 18, 1841. , 
Pajssed: 

DANIEIi.I^..KING, President, 
. February 19, 1841. Aproved: 

. JOHN DAVIS. 

A true oqpy, attest : 

John P. Bigelow, 
; SecTfitary of the Commonwealth, 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

Senate, January 25, 1841. 
The ispecial joint committee, to vhich was referred the petition of William Bartlett and 
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others, pi'ayln^ the k^Blatttre td p&ss MsolVoe, &strtictmg (iilt'Selti'fttdrs ana requesting 
our Rej)re8OTitatiyds in Congress to Tote tot atJiU 'noir pending l)efoi*e tiiat body, «*to 
provide for the satisfaietiod of claims dxte to eettaiif Amerioah citizens for spoliations 
committedotttheireomm'erce prior to the 81st daj^ of July, 1801," hate confiftdcred thit 
subject, and submit the following teport. ^ ' 

By OJrdeir<^thecemzni«toe: , 

V- i • . ' • ^H. W:-KINSMANi Ckciirmdh. ^ 

UBPORT. ' ^ . 

The bill referred to in the petition is entitled a bill '* to provide for the satisfaction of 
claims dae to certain Ajmeriean citiseas Ibr iqK>liatioB» cotoaniisked en their commerce 
prior to the thirty-first day of July, 1^01." ^he first section pifovidesthftt satisfactien to 
an amiouBt not exceeding $5,000,000 shall be made to such dtisens of the United States, 
or their legal representatives^ aa had yidid claiims upon the Fi^ch Oovemment to in^ ' 
demnity arising out of the spoHationa refierred .to. The secohd seeiioQ piiofides for the 
appointment of three commissioners, who kep to eoo^mlne and decide upon such daim^ 
as sh^ be presented under the act. The remaining sections contain such farther i^ro- 
visions as are necessary fully to carry into effect tJie main object of the bill. ' 

The petitioners represent themselTCS as entitled, in consequence of losses suffered "b^ 
the above named spoliations, to claim the benefit proposed/ by>tiie bill,' should the same 
:&nally become aiaw;- and pray' the legidatnre to interpose- in -their belialf, by irequest^ 
ing our Bepresentatives and instructing our Senators in Oen gross to vote for iti 

It has not been tiibaght necessai^ by the committee to examine into the nature of the 
particular claims of the respective petztioners, Whidi lUfe represented to amount to abt 
hundred Bgxd fifty thousand doUaiiS ; jbeeaduse it is weE known tisat many dtizens 'of Mas* 
sachusettS) isi ooimmon with, the merebaats of other States, suffered severely by^theej^yb- 
nations for which the proposed biU provides indemhifioatton. It has appeared to th^ 
committee, that if these claims as a-clsESS were yknt, and if the €teveniment of the Uniited 
States are rightfully bound to satisfy them, the prayer of the petitioners otxght to be 
granted. ;They have therefore examined tbe sufageot with reference to these two particu- 
lars: >■.'■.;■! -. • . . . '. I 

Mrst. Weiie ttie daima^whlch the petitioaem present^ and for which the bill befoM 
Congress provides indemnification, valid against the French Government? • 

Seconds Have the United Sitates, b^ any . anrangemiMLt with IVanoe, assumed the obli- 
gations of the French Govej^ament, and become justly responsible' for the payment eif 
theseclaims? ... . ' ' 

To answer the first inquiry, it may be neoessary^ to give a nery brief account of the 
origin of the 'daims in queati&n. . During the. wars in Europe which succeeded -the French 
revolution^ the Government of France, as is well known, Tesorted to many extraordinary 
measures to sustain itself. Among these meaeiires were- various' decrees of the Nationeil 
Conventien and the Direatoi;y, all having for their objf^ct the. capture aad destruction ot 
the property of neutrals. The decree of May 9th, 1793^ authorized << French ships <y{ 
vf ar and privateers to arrest, and bring into the ports of France all neutral vessels ladeii 
with provisions destined to an enemy's port, or with merchandise belonging to aufetiemy.'* 

This was followed by farther decrees in 1796, 1797, and 1798 ;, by the last of which, 
ftU ressels having on board goods, the product of England or her colonies, were declai^d 
lawful prize to French ships of war and privateers. 

By .authority of these several decrees, all the cruisers, privateers, and ships 
of war of France and its dependencies in ]Bnrope, and itt the French West Indies, wei^ 
let loose upon the defenceless commerce of the Unitsd States-; and such was their succ^s*^ 
and so great Was the minfortuns of our citizens, that the number of vessels captured be^ 
tween August, 1796, and Jane».1797y alone, amounted to 308, according to a- list pub^ 
lished in Philadelphia. It ifi undei^tood that the whole number of vessels captured and 
condemn^ in this illegal manner was more than 600, which, with their cargoes^ wer^ 
condemned, and wholly lost to their owners. 

By a calculation made from the result of claims, as proved in «ther similar cases, the 
average value of a vessel and her cargo is believed to be about $16,800. This, if cor% 
rect, would swell the whole amount of claims from these spoliations to more than 
$10,000,000, without.infeerest. 

It was never pretended by the French Government that these captures were made 
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iigreeably to tiiajaf tbe :r«eo^ised laws ol satioaSy and it ^y justified them hy tb« ne- 
cessity of the ease. Jjsi subsequeat, nqgetiations, 1^ agents and ministers never denied, 
bnt always admitted, tb^ justice o£ tbe clainMi, of American citizens, arising from such 
42ap.tures and condemnations. Indeed, in ene of its decrees, (that «r 179?, May 9th,) m- 
demnity was promised to th$ neutral ownert who vnigkt ^yffer by itf operatioH. 

It is not deemed necessary to go more ftilly^into this.'pi^rt of the suJi^ee^, hecause, 
by reference to nwnterous.pnh^c documents and reports of committees, which have been 
from time to time made in Congress, and also to the negotiations of our diplomatic agents 
in France during the above named years, and up to the conclusion of the treaty of 1800, 
which was finally ratified by our Government JDecember 21st, 1801, it will abundantly 
appear Ihat these daims are meritorious, equitable, and just, as against the Government 
of Fiance. 

The next questiob ia, whether the D^tel States, by any arrangement with France,' 
have assxxmed the obligations of tiie Freneh Government, with regard to l^ese claims ? 

Hn order >o a full uDderstandiag jof this qustion, let us examine a moment tiie eir- 
omnstances out ef whieh the .convention, of 1800^ originated. 

By the llUi artide of the treaty of. allianw between the United States and France, ef 
1778, the United States agreed to guaranty to France all its posaessionfi in America. 

.9y the 17th article of the treaty of amity, concluded the seme year, it was provided 
that ships of war of eil^ier party, and privateers, might freely carry ^sdiips and goods, 
4akenfirom tineuT' enemies, whiHiersoever they pleased, without paying any duty; that 
no such prizes should be arrested or seized when they entered the ports of either par^; 
and that the offieeire of 8«ch ports should not search the same, nor make any inquiry 
into the lawfulness of sudi prises . 

In the progress of the waraof Europe, these wrtldes wezie found by the Govomment 
of the Unitoi States, if literally folMed, ito eotpose us ^ imminent danger of being 
drawn in as an ally of Franee ; w^eroas, the true poUcy of the United States was to re- 
main neutral. Acoordingfyy a proelamation of neutrality was issued by the Amerioan 
Government on the 22d of AJpril, 1798. This pro^amation, together with an order issned 
to prohibit the fitting out of Freneh privateers ^ oar ports, were oonadered by France 
as violations of the above treaties. 

These were the causes of compliant off the part of the French Government ; whUe, ob 
our side, the numerous aggressions which had been committed on our commerce, by 
au<hLorit^ of the above mentioned decrees, were a subject of constisnt and earnest remon- 
strance. 

Suoh was the state (Of things when the ministers of both Governments met to negotiate 
tibe conv^ition of 1800. The long correspondenoe upon this subject iiis not neoe8saj7 
to detail ; it is sufficient to say, that when this oonvention was agreed upon by the re- 
spective ministers, it contained the following article, vis: 

*< Art, U. The ministers plenipotendary of the two parties not being able to agree, at 
present, respeeting the treaty of alliance of the -6th of Februeyy, 1778, the treaty of 
amity and commerce of the same date, sad the convention of the 14th November, 1788, 
nor upon the indemnities mutually due or claimed, the parties will negotiate father upon 
these subjects at a convenient time ; and until they may have agreed upon these points, 
the said treaties and convention shall have no operation, and the relations of the two 
countries shall be regulated as follows." 

In due course of time this convention was pres^ted to the Senate of the United States 
fo^ ratification. That body, however, disapproved of the above article, and qualified 
their ratification by a proviso, that said article should be expunged, and the following 
inserted, viz : *'• It is agreed that the present convention shall be in force for the term 
of eight years, from the time of the exchange of the ratifications." When the treaty, 
with this proviso, was presented to Bonaparte, then first oonsul, he altered it still f ortlber, 
by introducing the clause which follows i *' The Government of the United States haring 
added to its ratification that the convention should be in force eight years, and having 
omitted the second article, the Government of the ^ench Republic consents to accept, 
ratify, and conform the above convention, with the addition, importing that the eonren- 
tion shall be in force for the space of eight years, and with the retrenchment of the 
aeeond article ; Provided that, by this reirenchanentj the two States renounce the respective 
preientions which are the object of the said article" 

On the I9th December, 1801, the treaty with the above clause was again submitted to 
the Senate, when that body resolved that they considered the same as fuUy ratified. 
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added hy tbe.firai consul. Mid agreed to by onar G^Tenmenty ihan by using the laagiu^ 
of the report of the Seoretery of State oic this tuljeet, on the 20th May, 1826 ; «« The 
two contraotuig partleathas agr^d Igr tha retrftaohment of the seooild artide jnotuallgr 
to renouBoe the respectiYe pretensions which were the object of tbe artiele. The i»retcB^ 
slona ef the Unit^ States; to which allusioa id thds aiade, arose out ef the tpoUa^ons x 
under oolcnr of Frenoh authority, in: eontrayentioB of law and ^xisttng treaties* These 
of Fnkoe sprung from the treaty of aUianoe^ and the tiisaty of. amity and oommeree, and 
the convention of 1788. Whatever obligations OPiodiQnknities,: &om.theae eauxoes^ either 
party had A ^ht to deoaiidt were rtepectiTely^wmTediand abandoned ; and the consid- 
eration which induced one party to renounce his pretensions, was thiA^ riminiDiatlon 
by the ather party of hid pretensions/' 

As a ooufinDation of the position that the two Govemments regarded the question as 
settled, and that the United States were bound to make such indemnlfioatiou as should 
be f oudd jus^ for these (Ski^s, nothing was said about them, and no provision made for 
their satisfaction in the coavention wiSi France of 1881, h{]r^ifhieh all itlahns sabaeqtti^nt 
to July 81, 1801, were provided for. 

These claims, then, were relinquished by uur Government, in consideration of tho dis- 
charge, by the French Government^ of claims which they, on their part, professed to have 
against tiie United States ; and which seem to have been considered by both parties at 
the time As a fcdr equivalent. 

But are the' innocent 6itizdntrt)f the United States to lose their pj^p&tty, because its 
Government chose for great national objects to r^linqui^ th^ir claims ? The Government 
of the United States had unquestionably a right, if it irerh conaidered fbr thb interest of 
the country, to makO suchirelinquishment; but reason, equity, and justice require, that 
if the interests of a part of the citizens were sacrificed for the good of the whole, the 
whole people should compensate them for their losses. This viow Is aldo Supported by 
the Constitution, which provides as follows : " Nor shall private property be taken for 
public use, without just eompensaiieu." - 

Since then, the result of a careful examination shows that these claims are equitable 
and juflit, and that the Government of the United States lare under obligation tp provide 
for them; and since the sum appr|>ptiated -for that 'purpose, by the bill liow pending be- 
fore Congress, is not unreasonably large, the committee are of opinion that the same 
ought to pass without further delay. The oon|X)ftittee are more especially, induced to urge 
a speedy settlement of these claims, becausej while all or most of the claims of our citizens 
against foreign Goveraments ha«e be^ lot^^uob atiljiisted, iheltery meritorious claims 
now in question against our own Government have remained for nearly half a century, 
tmsatisfied. * It is true that these claims are tho^e of privi^te cittzeois ; but their vast 
amount, and th^ l&tei'est which, iu cdmxnon witht^ie^ other iStates, fitassachusetts has, 
in the preservation of national faith tad hone^^ by tlie discharge of the just obligations 
of the GenOrai Go^ e na ttu mt^ )SO«m^ttakeitp»ope»that theXe^attcre^i^uld ei^ress 
its opinion on this subject in the form usually adopted in 8U(£ cases ; the committeoi 
therefore, respectfully report the accompanying reisolves. 



26ai qonoEmafii, i;SENA$iB.l .. 13661 

fiJESOLtmOTt OF ISEE xaSGmATtJEB OP MAINE, 



Ann. 9; 1849k---Laid on.tho table, and ordered ta be psin^d. 

Eetolved, That the Government of the United -States is bounJTupon every principte of 
equity, to make pronsion for an indemnity to those who suffered by French spoliations 
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upon AmeriesD eoranteroe prior to Septeniber, 1800 
upoatiM French Goremmeiit for sock 'SpoliAtioii* 
therefor, a longer delay on the part of the G^ften 
lliose indiTidnalB whose ^voper^^haa been spprof 
ncHher expedient nor jnfit. 

£e$ol»e4, IThat a«opy of these^iwolveB be for 
resentatiTes in Gom^eBe, ^th a Teqaest to U17 
membere, and to use all their inftnenee tourer 
fieion iipoii/4he sabject matter of theee resoh 

IntbbHof 

B ea d aad paiaAd^ 



"Bead and passed : 

Mfo^h 18, 1840. ^pro¥e4 c . : 



ExE 
SiE : I have the honor to transmit f 
Sti^te in relation to French ^oUatiopf 
would use your influence ip the way 
I am, wr, very respectfully, your 



Hon. John Euggles. 



Ij6th Congeess, 
2d Session. 



FEENC 

Resolutions OJ 



At a General Asac 
State, on tbo first W 
and thirty-eighth — 

EenoU^d, Thatt? 
tiTea in Cougresa, 
eage of a law to 5 
from the F'rench 

And be4tfur0 
hereby, reque&t 
these resolutiar 

The aboTe * 



; 



i 
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27tii CoNGEEss, rsENAyB.'i) r 89 1 

IffiSOLUTIONs' OF g-BE OBKERAIi!^ASSEMBLY OF DELA- 

':'. ;;,.,'..:-. ..;■:;. ■,.,■■ WARE,;: ;..:■: .■: ' ■,;;;: ^.■ ■ , „. . '. 

In favor ^of'theposstge o^a ' law to' make.' cSmpensaiidn; for 'Frehth'^li^dfis commilttfd 

-'.;■■-:;-' . .t. . ■: . . ''a ■■■ V . V . ' ■ '. <: ., ■ - .■ : ... • 

Whereas, priwr to^9 iWui'^ S#fiie»bw» 130Q,^umproiip<5aj^tur^8 of Ameria)^ ve'a- 
sele, vitJi t^^ii;;0»rgo«ffj V^r^ mfkde.l^l^ Jj|«P«ii yespeis o^ waff, wliere)jy tJie Freapk poj- 
M;iifi[ieQt);>^oa(Bie4i{iil>lft tci« 9l994i0^ i»d,emiiHy'f/o^j6^GJbt captures ^n^li^ part; of Americaa 
iitiz^^w,. iivh© Iwid bfleii, th,ii9-4*65K)ile(i of ttwl? jwapvtj?: ■ ..- . •-; ; . . , .^^ • 

And wheijefta, th^ Govenunwi^ of tk^ United States, ia tllQ^?^oath or September, 1800, 
5(>Bclude(i:^laf«atyifiththeEreBolili^ui]iie,.in which thoy xelease^ t;lie ^d Bepubl^ 
fr^m.aU cIiuibb o« the ptrt of the oiti^e^Of th« United St(a««^ on account of tl^? above 
stipulatione, ia^^jonsidejjatWfi.Ojf awleapaio^ the; part o^jth^; paid Republic, of a d^ qf 
indemnity againet tke said United. Stated fc* th^aon-perforJ^w^nc^ «f certain stipulations 
joataipedinth© ti^eaty between France and the United 8ti^A^P,(5onoluded intjieye^r 
1778: therefoare, : . j. : j., . u . . 

Rmlved hy the^ SmaU. ctf^ ^(mH^f Mef>r^69eni^iv€e. qf the S^tB of Deiay?are m Qeneral 
Aambl^ 7»«<,; .Thfl^ithie ^ovei»went;of 0»e[ United States^- ]^y releasing France ^pm its 
^bligaUow* to indetQAiCy our-piti^ens iqViik<^^(y^e^j plundered by its oru^eer^ in oonsid- 
jration of th^wl«a«ft. grated by i^ranoejrow tfe<5t gu^antee^ conj^ifn^d in the. tieaty of 
1778, must be regarded as having assumed the debt, and aa having voluntarily plaped 
ts^f under a e^iemfi.oblig^tiw)* \^mr^r ail the <6l«wa». thus^reteased for a v^uable 
JonsideratioRp . . *»>. . j ■ . 

Resolved, That to Senator*, and Bepreaeftt^tiv^ pf ^m> Sji»ite in Congr^s be, ^.^hey 
ffe hereby, reque8|ied ;^ m» all tw wans to, prpcu^e the passage of ♦ Jaw to compensate 
Jiu-citiaen^fcpr spoliations oom«iUtwlW*W«3^pfi^ { . u . . .; f 

Adopted at I>ovWyFeteuary 18^ l^,., , . . ^ -: 

Attwt; ;: .... ' JOSEPH P. COMEGYS,, 

CUrk of the House of Representaiives. 

.. w/;;:; ' .; . . : GEO. P. FISHER, 

• • Cl&rk of the Senate. 



[Eep. No, IG, page 32.] Ho. or Reps. 

(Ko. 8.) 
INSTRUCTIONS. 



JLEODE; island ANP providence i;XiANTATIONS. 
Qm^tml Assembly^ Januanf scsjtion, A. D, 1832. 

^totiixi Conp-ess be iiistniqted to ^9'^ t|x^ir exertions to secure 
^tnsation for French epoliations which, by treaty with France 
ifo'nfclly provided and sttured. '■' ' 



'* i 
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(No. 9.) 
MARYLAND RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas the United States of America, bj her conyention with France, concluded on 
the 8Dth da^ of September, in the year 180(l» parsniiig a eoi2i«e of niae and urgent pol 
icy, which had the effect of maintaining the peace and eminently promoting the pros 
perity of onr country, stipulated for a discharge from the onerous article in the treatj 
with France of the year 1778, by which the United States became bound to guaranty t 
the crown of France her possessions in America ; and also by that conyention was n 
leased from all claims on the part of France or her subjects agldnst the United States; 
but whereas the United States accomplished her exoneration from these momentous lia 
bilities by surrending aSl pretentions for indemnification claimable for American citizea 
on account of illegal captures, seizures, and confiscations" by .France before the 80th q 
September, 18(X>, by which renunciation those sufferws were xiot only ftMrever debarred th 
mediation of their own GoTemment, but lost all claim in every form against France for tL 
wrongs inflicted upon them by that Goyernment ; and whereas, although it was the priyile^ 
of the United States thus to avail herself of the means wM<^ tile griiitandes of her citizen] 
afforded, to reliete the Union fr^m a eorresponding liability for indemnification, but 
above all, from the treaty obligation referred to, which, if ocNUtinued, would have ent&n 
gled this country in all the wars to whioh France was a par^^ y6t it beeame the cods« 
quent duty of the United Stotes to assum^ the satisfaotiim of those claims of her citizei 
which she used as the rich consideraticm to France for an inestimable benefit conferrei 
upon this country ; and whereas any other view would be repugnant to the sacred duti 
of protection which bound the United States, and under which she undertook te vindicate 
those demands of her citizens and to enforce their redress, and w<mld imply a right ii 
the Government of the Union to avail itself of the misfortunes of a portion of her citizen 
to accomplish a national good, at the sacrifice of individual interests entitled to her car^ 
and confided to her as th^r necessary and only guardian ; and whereas citizens of Marj 
land, sufferers to a large extent, have asked this indemnification from the Congress » 
the United States as a debt thus devolved u^en the United States, and from various qua; 
ters of the Union the same i^peals are made to Congress for this manifest and lon^ 
deferred justice : Therefore, 

Be it resohed by the Oeneral A99mhly of MiryJmid, That the Sttiators ax^ Hepresec 
tatives froip this State in Coxigress be, and they arc^hereby, requested 1» promote th 
granting of prompt and frill immnifioation to the claimants aforesaid. , 

And be it further retoived, That the Govenior be^ and he is hereby, requested to traci 
mit to our Senators and Repr^senlatii«s in Congress a copy of these resolutions. 

True copy from the original resolutions, which wtepe assented to at December sessio; 
1836. JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, 

Clerk of the SenaU. 
GEORGE G. BREWER, 

Clerk Houee of DelegcUa. 



27ih CoNGBBSB, [Rep, No. i6j page 41.] Hopsb of Re 

2d Seseton, "^ 



(No. 10.) 
RESOLUTIONS OF ALABAMA. 



STATE OF ALiliBAMA.--JOINT MEMORIAL. 

Wliereas, it appears by a report of the Conunittee on. foreign affiEkirs of the Congr^ 
of the United States, made on the 4th day of April, 1840, that John Marrast, jr.,v 
John Manrast and A. J. Cotton, administrator of John Smith, deceased, citizens of ti 
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state of Alabama, haTe petitioned the Congress of the United States, on account of 
French spoliations committed prior to 1800: 

Be it tnerefore resolvtd hy the Senate and Houee of Repreatntatwetof ike State ofAlabatM 
in General Aeeemhlg convened. That our Senators and Bepresentatites in the Congress of 
the United [States,] be requested to use their exertions to secure f<Mr our eitisens aU the 
compensation for French spoliations to which they may be entitled, or vhidi by treaty 
with France, or otherwise, may be constitutionally proTided and seonred. 

Reeolved, further. That his ezeellaney the GoTemor of this State be, and he is hereby, 
requested to transmit to our Senators and RepresentatiTei in Congress a copy of these 
resolutions. J. S. G. COTTBELL, 



Approved January 9, 1841. 



President SenaU, 
B. A. BAKBB, 
Speaker of the Home of lUpe. 



26th CoHGmKss, [Boo. No. 238.] Ho.orltBrs. 

2rf Seesion. ' ~" 

(No. 11.) 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 



MEMOBIAL 

Of 

CITIZENS OP PENNSYLVANIA, 

Upon the eubfeet ofepoUaHona on the eommeree of the United Statee prior to theyear 1800. 

March 12, 1838. 

Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, to which is 

committed bill No. 449, to provide for the settlement of such claims. 



To the honorable the Senate and Houee of Rqfretentativee of the United Statee of America in . 

Congreae aeaembied. 

The memorial of the undeEsigned, citixens of the State of PenasylTama,, 

BeSPBCTI ULLT SHEWBTK : 

That representations have been made to the undersized, (who are at preseot as* 
sembled in this city, for the purpose of amending the constitulSon of Pennsylvania, ) that 
a bill is now pending before Congress, in which a large number of the citisens of tkiB 
CommenweallSi Imve a deep interest. 

Your memorialists allude to a bill to indemnify certain citizens of the United States 
for elaims upon France for spoliations upen their commerce prior to the year 1800, 
which the Government of the United States released France ftrom paying in consequence 
of a most valuable consideration which the United States obtained from France for that 
discharge. 

By our treaty with France, negooiated by Doctor Franklin in the year 1778, the United 
States bound themselves to that nation to guaranty to France forever all her colonies iu 
the West Indies. If we did not continue to fulfil that obligation, we should have been 
guilty of a violation of national faith ; and if we did ftilfil it, we were liable to be in* 
Yolved in eveiy war in which France might engage. 

Therefore, in brder to get honorably rid of this embarrassing obligation, our Govern* 



i 
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Uie9t/ftg»e(Bdi»^'tl^, treaty j)fc^Oft ^ ijeUnq^wlij «U th^ clau^?i,©f pur feUQ^K^jpi^izcus 
upon France for spoliation upon our coinmerbepp-to tixAp pemd* and France, on ti<^r 
|>ftrt, ii|.(onaidiQ*atioi» of tiaa disohargo, released the United States from all obligation 
impofied-^y ib# l3»eaty.ef 17?$, to-gujiwii^y to her thepcfisessioA of her We«t India colo- 
•nif ^ Thet iclaiai, .t^elbr'9, .oir.thj» .^itize^a of the. United Siatea upon their own Govern- 
mmtS^n tjieijr prpp^rty , thus giyen Jn barter iU) pl^tain % great -i^atijiiial o^ect, appears 
well eskblishe^ Aftd yo»T saeiaQiiallats are ||i£orine4 t^** tweli^e committees of Con- 
,gr^8»ha;f&icrt:vfirUi|ai9e98io|i«!re;9«ri;ed iniayoi: of these qlaims ; and that the Senate of 
^e jD^Mt«d Sit«tea actually pa00ed a;.biU, a few years, sinoe, to. i^ay'tHem. 

Your mem<}ri4)|lts>w^i<i o>perve, that the Constitution of the United States declares 
that pdyate profH&rty shall not be taken for public use without just compensation; and 
as in this case ]thef proper^ of a small portion of the people of the United States was 
takeit.td^iflurQtiasd/ia^ great national benefit, your memorialsts are of opinion that the 
claimants, who thus suffered by the surrender of their ri^tfi^ .«kre e^^^^i^ j^ relief 
upon every consideration of law and justice. ' " " * " 

Philadelphia, February 7, 1888. 



Win» Jttiejst^r 
•W. P.'MavUy 

John A. Gamble 

C.J. Ingersoll 

J. F. Cox 

James Ladd 

Morgan J. Thomas 

H. G. Long 

Henry Sheetz 

Jamss C. Bidelle 

John J. McCahan 

Thomas H. Sill 

J. M. Porter 

A. H. Read 

.1?h»«iaB Ha6ti«g« 

Dan'l Seager 

Ch. Chaunoey 

Sam'l A. Purviance 

.Jacob Stickel , 
^'JeteifliAh Brow4 ' 

Thomas Weaver * 

Wm. Henderson 



Geo. Serrill . 
Virgil' Greneri * 
James MerriU 
Mark Darrah 

A. J. Cline '. 'T 
John Chandler 
JamjBP/M^lqBrry .: , 
John Foulkrod 
Jos. E Chandler 
Geo. W. Wood^atrft; 
Samuel Shock 

B. G. White 
a%cp.S,Bp>Jl / • 

D. M. ']?ar?ely 
J(^tK.Gl4a^^ ; 
James Pollock 
Aaron Kerr -*- 

E. T. McDow)^ { . 
JE. q. Reig^fcrt 
Walter Foi^atd 
Haitoer DfeAny 
Wm. Overfield — 



Pjerce>5^tler 
M. ^.-Baldwin 
JohnM. Scott 
Chas. Brown 
.AbBl. Helfenstein 
J. M. Bussell 
^fipfiq.BimJwn: 
M. Henderson 
Jos. B. Blingere 
'I%sl ^enks 
.J. Hyde 
llobt. Flemming 
»Wm/Cjar^p. - 
l)anlel AgtifeW 
•WiUiamJL»i8am9 
Jos. Fry» jr. 
*4^^ Koingmaoher 
^JoSj^M. Doran 
'thomas Earle 
R. E. Codhran 
E. T. McDowelT '• 



Thos. P. Cope , 
WalterCra^g"'' '. 
R. Youn^ ';. 
George M. Kehf 
Lindley Coat^ 
J. BamdoUar 
J. Mongomery 
W. M. Meredith 
Richard McCrain 
N. Clapp 
B. W. Sturdivant 
M. Henderson 

. . Jphn Dickey 
" David Lyons* 
W.Nevin 
Wm. Hays 
Jos. Hopkinson 
William Brown 
Wm. Ayrep 
: J^es Porter ' 

' Benj. Martin. 



And,, iu additipn to the afpregoing, the following of subsequent date, viz: • , 
' ' Resoliitfon of litassachuseits Legisla^tifr^ (2d) hoyse journal, 1st Sefi. 82d Cong: p. 172. 

Resolution of Maine Legislature, (2d) Senate journal, 1st Sea. S3d Cong. p. 718. 

Resolution oi0&4nAy0i'^ofC0telaero«dfFlti^ Boise JottniaI,:^<8eHloii. 25th 

Congress, No. 237. . , 

, .ResolutiQp^jjf.^Qfl^d Qf.frade of Ba^timgye, Ho^us^^ P«c, 2d Sessioja, 25th CongXo* 2S5, 

> Resolution jCkwtvfwU^ of D^elc^fttea at Neiw York, J[ous9 Poa 2d Seesloiii'. ,25th Con- 
,.gjre^,No, 239, ^ •; . •: .:. „ .,; .. . ,. w , . 

Resolution Chamber of Commerce of New York, S«nflte Joumaly let Sesaioa Slst Con- 
. gr^s;.p*'21.1; . ■- •■ ^ ■•■•'>.■ ,•'■■';■.! '::,;. .. . . 

Resblntioiji' of Merchants and U^aerwrltiBrs of Charleston, So'. Ga. Journal lili'Sessien, 
; 81«t Congress p: 83; "■'• ■■ \' ' ■ . . 
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